Elfin Forest-Harmony Grove Town Council General Meeting
Fire Station
Wednesday, April 6, 2011
7:30 pm

EFHG Town Council Board Members present:  Bonnie Baumgartner, Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin, Melanie Fallon, Amy Molenaar, Sandra Bartsch (at-large member), Minoo Sohaey, Nancy Goodrich, Mid Hoppenrath (at-large member)
EFHG Town Council Board Members absent:  May Meintjes, Gordon Taggart

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance
· This Meeting was called to order by EFHG Town Council Board Chair, Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin, at approximately 7:35 pm.

2. Introduction of EFHG Town Council Board Membership
· EFHG Town Council Board Members introduced themselves; new members include Gordon Taggart and Amy Molenaar. 

3. EFHG Town Council Board Chairperson’s Report 
· EFHG Town Council Board Chairperson Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin noted the General Plan update is coming to an end and thanked the community for their sending of letters to the Board of Supervisors in opposition to density increases at Harmony Grove Meadows.  University Heights is less likely to be up zoned.  It is not considered a major threat to the community at this point, but the EFHG Town Council Board will continue monitoring the situation.
· The EFHG Town Council Board is looking for a graphic designer to help with the Elfin Forest Harmony Grove Town Council website and logo.
· The EFHG Fourth of July Parade and Picnic and Silent Auction will be held on July 3, 2011.  The EFHG Town Council Board is soliciting donations for the Silent Auction.
· Community note: The Director of Parks and Recreation has noted that after the Canyon de Oro re-grading, the gate will be put back in place.

4. EFHG Community Crime Report
· Jacqui Cruz, San Diego County Sheriff’s Department Crime Prevention Specialist, offered a report concerning the EFHG area from March 3 – April 5, 2011.  Of Key note:
· A Residential Break-in thru a side garage door on Elfin Creek Trail.  
· Horse corral gates are being opened after dark and horses are escaping
· Shots fired, animal cruelty, welfare checks, vandalism, etc.
· A member of the community noted illegal dumping on Via Ambiente and within the creek bed on Canyon de Oro.  

5. EFHG Fire Department Report
· Fire Chief Twohy reminded residents to keep weeds down as there have been several county reports of fire.

6. Olivenhain Municipal Water District Unit AA Pipeline Construction Report
· OMWD Engineering Supervisor, Karen Ogawa, noted that the pipeline project is rolling and $3.8 million of pipe has been ordered.  The construction plans are ready and work will commence in the fall and continue for nine or ten months thereafter.
· There will be no construction during Red Flag fire alerts as to ensure community fire safety
· Asphalt grinds will likely be available for anyone interested (Jacqueline has card from Chief Twohy regarding a paving contractor who offers free grinds – elf alert for grinds?)
· Karen Ogawa addressed community concerns regarding the Via Ambiente gate repair issues and related illegal dumping and vandalism.  She noted that the Via Ambiente gate is not owned by OMWD and thus they cannot repair it.  Rancho Cielo owns the gate and would be the party responsible for repairs.

7. OMWD Disbursement Funds Report
· Melanie Fallon offered an overview of the OMWD Community Mitigation Funds for Elfin Forest, noting that the EFHG Town Council Board approved a document and plan to distribute the funds as such:
· $15,000 will go to a contingency fund  to protect the community from encroaching development
· $15,000 will go to the Trails Committee for Elfin Forest Community Trails improvement and maintenance
· $20,000 will go to the Community Foundation and shall be fully distributed within a two year time period. 


8. Discussion and next steps on the County-proposed Equine Ordinance
· Jacqueline Arsivaud-Benjamin offered a general overview of the County-proposed Equine Ordinance and noted that EFHG community involvement allows us to influence the County Board of Supervisors vote.
· Bonnie Baumgartner presented the DPLU Staff slide show (County Equine Stakeholders’ Meeting PPT) to the EFHG community and offered insight into the Ordinance and the proposed four options.
· Shelly Fontaine presented an overview of other California County Equine Ordinances noting that San Diego County is fairly unregulated.
· EFHG Community open discussion/Q&A
· Community questionnaire was distributed in order to gather community feedback and ensure the EFHG Town Council Board reflects the community voice when communicating with the County Board of Supervisors about this issue.

9. Adjournment
· Meeting adjourned at 9:11 pm



